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States are in a better condition than that class of any nation which is nearest 
assimilated to them in social position. 

“ Even if it were allowable to draw conclusions from a single year’s expe¬ 
rience, time at present does not permit any extended analysis. Yet it may be 
permitted, as a means of directing attention to the subject, to advert to tho 
great proportional mortality among the coloured race from certain causes, as 
convulsions, tetanus, worms, burns, and scalds; whilst there are other causes 
affecting the whites to a proportionally great degree, among which stand out 
in bold relief, dysentery and ‘ killed.’ ” G. E. 


Art. XIII. Lectures on the Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. By Chari.es 
West, M. D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Physician to the 
Hospital of Sick Children, Physician-Accoucheur to, and Lecturer on Mid¬ 
wifery at, Saint Bartholomew’s Hospital. Second American from the second 
and enlarged London edition. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea, 1854. 8vo. 
pp. 480. 

The high estimate of these lectures, formed and expressed by us upon their 
first appearance in 1848, is in no degree diminished after an attentive perusal 
of the second and enlarged edition now before us. 

The views laid down in relation to the pathology and therapeutics of the 
diseases, embraced in tho lectures of Dr. West, being based mainly upon his 
own observations, carefully collected during a series of years, in an ample and 
favourable field for the clinical investigation of tho leading maladies incident 
to the period of infancy and childhood, render the volume before us one of 
great value to the student and practitioner. 

In the preparation of this second edition, the entire work bears the evidence 
of having undergone a careful revision, while numerous additions, the result of 
the author’s more extended investigations, and more careful reflections, have 
been made to several portions of it. 

The work now comprises the results of 640 observations, and 199 post-mortem 
examinations, chiefly made among 16,276 patients who came under the author’s 
notice during the ten years of his connection with the Children’s Infirmary in 
Lambeth. 

The lectures of Dr. West devoted to the consideration of the affections of 
the respiratory organs, as they occur during infancy and childhood, are par¬ 
ticularly excellent. They furnish a clear, satisfactory, and able exposition of 
the symptomatology, pathology, and therapeutics of those frequent and too 
often fatal maladies of the earlier years of existence, and are deserving of an 
attentive study on the part not merely of the medical pupil, but of the prac¬ 
titioner also. The directions for the treatment of croup, we would especially 
urge upon the attention of the junior members of the profession, but, at the 
same time, with the sensible caution with which the lecturer premises his 
examination into the pathology of that disease. 

“ With reference,” he remarks, “ to many of the more important points in 
the history of the malady, writers are now, indeed, pretty well agreed; but 
croup, like many other diseases that depend to a great degree on atmospheric 
and telluric causes, is modified in many of its symptoms by peculiarities of air, 
water, and situation. The affection assumes one character among the poor of 
a crowded city, and another among the children of the labourer in some rural 
district. If, therefore, you find that my account of the disease varies in any 
respect from the description given by some other writers, or from the results 
of your own observation hereafter, do not too hastily assume either that your 
teacher has been mistaken, or that your own observation has been incorrect. 
The difference may be nothing more than a fresh exemplification of the old 
story of the shield; silver on the one side, and golden on the other, about which 
the knights in the fable quarrelled.” 
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This admonition might, with great propriety, be repeated in reference to 
other of the diseases of early life besides croup. 

The several diseases in the portion of Dr. West’s lectures just referred to 
have evidently held a prominent place in the clinical investigations of the 
author. The thirteen lectures devoted to their consideration occupy 156 pages, 
or over one-third of the entire volume. 

The affections of the brain and nervous system that ordinarily occur during 
infancy and childhood are, also, ably treated by Dr. West. We could have 
desired.it is true, a somewhat more detailed investigation of some of the points 
connected with their pathology than that given by the author. There is no 
class of the diseases of early life in relation to the true character of which the 
inexperienced practitioner is more liable to be deceived—none in reference to 
which a close attention to the value of particular phenomena is of greater im¬ 
portance. 

The eleven lectures on the diseases of the brain and nervous system occupy 
120 pages, or about one-fourth of the entire volume. 

Tho account given by the lecturer of the diseases of the heart, and of the 
nrinary organs, of the acute and chronic forms of peritonitis, and the fevers, 
including smallpox, chicken-pox, measles, and scarlatina, are in general full 
and satisfactory. 

The lecturer’s account of the diseases of the digestive organs of children, are, 
perhaps, the least satisfactory of any in the course. We find no particular fault 
with the views advanced in relation to the pathology of these affections, and 
agree with him in the general outlines of the course of treatment he lays down; 
but there are many points of importance in relation both to their pathology and 
management he has scarcely touched upon, of which a more detailed exposition 
would seem desirable to the student and young practitioner. 

Upon the whole, however, Dr. West has ably executed his task. Comprising 
the results of extensive personal experience and matured reflection on the part 
of, evidently, an acute and cautious observer, his lectures have that degree of 
interest and of authority which strongly press them upon our attention. They 
already constitute a standard work of reference on the diseases of which they 
treat; while, from the enlarged and still more favourable opportunity for clini¬ 
cal observation afforded the author, by his appointment as one of the Phy¬ 
sicians to the London Hospital for Sick Children, and his earnest devotion to 
the cultivation of medical knowledge, we anticipate, as renewed editions of the 
work shall be demanded, to derive, through its pages, a still more intimate 
acquaintance with the several maladies of early life, and with the means best 
adapted to conduct them to a favourable termination. D. F. C. 


Art. XIV.— The Diseases of the Heart and the Aorta. By William Stokes, 
Regius Professor of Physic in the University of Dublin, Author of “The Treat¬ 
ment and Diagnosis of the Diseases of the Chest,” &c. Philadelphia: Lindsay 
& Blakiston, 1854. 8vo. pp. 689. 

A work embodying the results of the author’s clinical observations, “con¬ 
tinued almost unceasingly for upwards of a quarter of a century,” can hardly 
fail of attracting attention ; but when it is remembered that this author is Dr. 
William Stokes, and that this long experience is that of one whose medical 
perception, veracity, and skill, have placed him in the highest seat in tlje British 
School of Medicine, we should be grateful that the profession can still profit by 
his instruction, and humanity by his labours. We would fain dwell upon the 
personal traits of our distinguished author, although in these the medical public 
are not directly interested; yet we cannot avoid thinking that the personal 
character of a man has much to do with the confidence we should award to his 
written opinions. Who, then, that has been privileged to listen to his teachings, 



